papyrus Sorbonne 276 refers to the use of old bricks for the rebuilding of storehouse showing that the re-use of bricks was common practice. I will try through This study to provide an answer for why mud brick massive structures were around almost all Egyptian temples ? Spencer stated that the most important word was inb 4 used at all periods(mud bricks or stone).
Inb
show buttressed 5 enclosure enclosure -walls and used to describe many different types of wall 6 , but it was frequently used to refer to the walls of the temples, especially the large brick enclosure-walls around the temple complex.and the general view was called Hwt , temple, administrative district, the function of the Hwt has been discussed in great detail which varied in its meaning according to the word added to Hwt like:
Hwt-aAt as for the temple it may reflect its estates. 7 Throughout much of their history, ancient Egyptian citydwellers lived surrounded by ramparts, and even villages were at times walled in. 8 The practical and symbolical function of the walls in early towns very important topic, cities like el-Kab on the east bank of the Nile River and the older Nekhen(Kom el Ahmer) can be cited as examples of Hwt walled cities so densely positioned along the waterways. 9 The seven cities in Tehnu . Not all towns were surrounded by walls. But with memories of bad old times when kings were too weak to enforce order, local nobles fortifying their population centres. The national capitals, Memphis and Thebes, were generally not fortified. But in the 8th century BCE Memphis was surrounded by ramparts which Piye had to overcome.
The temple complexes which frequently had extensive storage space filled with the produce of the temple estates and the gifts of the kings were well protected. Early Dynastic pharaohs erected several temples connected specifically to the ideological foundations of divine kingship.
11 Early depictions refer to temples show a sort of enclosures to determine the sacred area (pl.2). Seven monumental brick constructions have been discovered not far west of ancient town and temple of Osiris at Abydos (so-called funerary enclosures at Abydos): two of them still stand to a height of 10-11 m and enclose spaces of about 65 × 122m (Pl.1) . These structures consisted of large, rectangular brick walls the possibility that the tradition of this monuments might have been much earlier than the reign of Djer.
12
-The ruined nature of Egyptian temples from the Middle kingdom and rarity of divine temples make it difficult to determine its original shap. Remains of Middle Kingdom divine cult complexes with stone architecture have been found at Tod, Medinet Madi, and Medamud. 13 In Karnak a rectangular mud brick wall encircled the Middle Kingdom temple of Senusret I 14 , and the precinct can be imagined to have extended west at least to the position of the present fourth pylon. 15 The brick size was standardized , 30 by 15 by 7.5 cm during the Middle Kingdom but the size of the middle kingdom walls are still unconfirmed. 16 As for mud brick construction occurred during the reign of Senwosert III Originally, a rather conventional royal cult complex was constructed at Dahshur consisting of a square enclosure with the royal pyramid. An inner stone wall and an outer brick enclosure wall were provided with bastions and recesses.
-From the New Kingdom onwards builders seem to have begun to understand better the forces at work inside very thick masses of brickwork and to have adapted their techniques. The building of large temple enclosure walls was included amongst the pious acts of kings and formally commemorated as such, at least from Eighteenth Dynasty onwards such as this text:
….. ist in Hm.f snfr Hwt tn..... kd.ti m inr m kAt n nHH inbw HA-tp m Dbt "Now it was his majesty who beautified this temple …. Built of stone as a work of eternity, the walls around it in brick". 17 wD Hm.i pd sS Hr Hwt-nTr Tn m mAwt saHa.ti m inr Hd-nfr n rwDt inbw HA-tp.s m Dbt "my majesty ordered the cord to be stretched over this temple anew, it being built of good white sandstone, the walls around it in brick".
18
As for karnak enclosures, the original built by Senusert I, modified by Thutmose III, modified by Nectanbo I, Thumose III mentions the destruction and rebuilding of an enclosure wall of the temple of Karnak in a stele The Thutmose III was 6m thick with exterior bastioned spaced every 17m. A recently discovered stela of Ramesses III records his repairs on the wall.
19
-Mortuary Temple of Ramses III is surrounded by a massive mud brick enclosure, the complex thus had the look of a fortress. 20 17 P. Spencer, The Egyptian temple , p. 263; Urk., IV, pp. 1294, 14-1295,4. 18 P. Spencer, op.cit; Urk., IV, p. 765, 14-16. 19 Digital Karnak, Enclosures and Gates. 20 In the Roman period wavy walls were sometimes imitated in stone without any technical need (such as Dendara, Philae, Kalabsha).
Nectanebo I initiated an enormous project of building mudbrick enclosure walls around several temple compounds 21 , often to be finished by Nectanebo II. The Amun temple was enclosed with new massive precinct walls, significantly reorganizing the sacred space. The precinct wall, shaped like a huge trapezoid and standing over 21meters high, encircled the Amun temple at the first court in the west, the small temple of Ptah in the north, the obelisks of Ramesses II in the east, and the tenth pylon in the south. Extra space was given in the southwest corner to include a temple of Opet 22 .the wall's irregular shape may have been designed to respect the location of important preexisting buildinga around the temple, the strange angle of the norther and southern sides of the wall may have corresponded to the orientation of the urban areas around the temple 23 . At Tanis , in the area of the Amun temple, a new wall was built, which was much more substantial than the one made by psusennes.. the temples of Mendes and Tell el-balamun were likewise protected with large temenos walls. 24 In late temples these walls frequently had alternating concave and convex courses of bricks, so that the top of the wall undulated vertically. This pattern may have been meant to evoke the mythological waters of chaos(wavy wall). 25 There would be many more aspects to be discussed, I can only discuss three main points about the function of this huge mud brick walls around temples : 21 The discovery of stamped bricks can often be extremely useful for dating a structure. 22 These previous examples and more 30 imply that the ancient Egyptians might have followed certain books while building the temples. Copies from the book of the temple are found in Upper Egypt. Besides, the plans of the temples that resemble the description mentioned in the Book of the Temple 31 such as Edfu, Dendera, and Kom OmboE. Reymond suggests that the book mentioned in Papyrus Vindob has a Memphite origin. Additionally, pointed to the possibility that such a document with a great importance could not be formulated in a provincial town 32 , for example the temple of Edfu was built using measurements of the mythological texts whose origin is difficult to establish and that those texts were derived later from the real measurements of the temple in order to create a suitable ancestor for it. 33 B. J. Kemp sees that these measurements could either be used for much earlier temples or were a symbolic number game created by the priests. Most non-ceremonial building in temple complexes remained brick-built throughout new kingdom and late period, it is important to distinction between the stone temple building proper and the brick building in the enclosure around it . Most of the populace was excluded from direct participation in ceremonies and forbidden to enter a temple's most sacred areas. The mud brick wall provides a sacred space to the commoners access to be near even from outer stone walls of the temple. Within the enclosure wall, three zones of increasing sacredness were defined. From the perimeter inward extended a large open courtyard, the area of tertiary sacredness. Therein were located priests, quarters, small shrines, gardens, workplaces, and a pond for ritual lustrations, could go through a door or gateway(Karnak has11 gatways) into the zone of secondary sacredness, the openair court's within the walls of the temple. proper; on some ritual occasions, at least during the New Kingdom, representative commoners were admitted as well.
36 by the side doors the commoners rekhyet (the king's subject) access to the temple's shrines in this sacred area. 37 37 The occurrence of the rekhyet formula " all lands and all countries are at the feet of this perfect god(the king)whom all the gods love and all the rekhyet adore"; K. Griffin , Links between doorways and the Rekhyt in ancient Egypt, 105. made a festivals hall in order that all the rekhyt people may see that which he makes for him" 38 At times populace related messages to priests to deliver to the temple deity; at other times they expressed their piety in the parts of the temple that they could access. Courts, doorways, and hypostyle halls might have spaces designated for public prayer. Sometimes people directed their appeals to the royal colossi, which were believed to act as divine intermediaries. 39 More private areas for devotion were located at the building's outer wall, where large niches served as "chapels of the hearing ear" for individuals to speak to the god "Ramesses who hears the prayers". 40 -To easily enlarge the temple by expanding a divine cult complex, a king resolved the tension creatively, transcending old limits and establishing new ones, for example a rectangular mud brick wall encircled the middle kingdom temple of Senusert I removed and replaced by a high wall and gate with a double columned portico in the early 18 th Dynasty.
41
-The space between the mud brick walls and the stone one play an important role in administrative and economical life in ancient Egypt. This similarity is reflected in the Egyptian term
